In the title diorganotin dicarboxylate, [Sn(CH 3 ) 2 (C 17 H 17 -N 2 O 3 ) 2 ], the tin(IV) atom is six-coordinated by four O atoms derived from asymmetrically coordinating carboxylate ligands, and two methyl-C atoms. The resulting C 2 O 4 donor set defines a skew-trapezoidal bipyramid with the Sn-C bonds disposed over the weaker Sn-O bonds. Within each carboxylate ligand, the hydroxyl-H atom forms bifurcated O-HÁ Á Á(O,N) hydrogen bonds with carboxylate-O and azo-N atoms. The dihedral angles between the benzene rings in the two ligands are 10.44 (11) and 34.24 (11) . In the crystal, centrosymmetric dimers are formed through pairs of SnÁ Á ÁO interactions [2.8802 (16) Å ], and the dimers are linked into supramolecular layers in the ac plane by C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For background to the potential anti-cancer activity of related compounds, see: Basu Baul et al. (2011) . For the synthesis of the ligand, see: Basu Baul et al. (2008) . For related structural studies, see: Basu Baul et al. (2010) . For a review of the structural chemistry of organotin carboxylates, see: Tiekink (1991 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C25-C30 ring. Table 2 . Despite these, the ligands exhibit significant deviations from planarity. The values of the O1-C1-C2-C3
and O4-C18-C19-C20 torsion angles of 15.2 (3) and 158.7 (2) °, respectively, indicate that the carboxylate groups lie out of the plane of the respective benzene ring to which it is attached. Significant twisting is found in the O1-carboxylate ligand with the dihedral angle formed between the two benzene rings being 34.24 (11) °. This arises in part to avoid a steric clash with a benzene ring of the adjacent carboxylate ligand. The O4-carboxylate ligand, being directed away from the rest of the molecule, is less twisted with the dihedral angle formed between the two benzene rings being 10.44 (11) °.
Over and above the intermolecular Sn···O interactions mentioned above, the most prominent feature of the crystal packing is the formation of C-H···π interactions, Table 2 . These serve to link dimeric aggregates into supramolecular arrays in the ac plane. A view of the unit-cell contents is shown in Fig. 2 which highlights the stacking of layers along the b axis.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by reacting 2-[(E)-( 
Refinement
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Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg1 is the centroid of the C25-C30 ring. 
